ArsRoma - Research database dealing with art and art production in Rome between 1580 and 1630
Started in 2001 by Sybille Ebert-Schifferer, the director of the Bibliotheca Hertziana in Rome, the ArsRoma Research Database deals mainly with the production of art in Rome between 1580 and 1630, a pivotal period when painting, historical paintings in particular, and the visual arts in general developed in innovative ways. During the fifty-year period encompasses by the database, a new artistic language emerged. This new language was crucial for the formation of style in courtly and religious art in Europe and in the catholizised colonies over the subsequent decades. The database’s intent is to show the mechanisms by which this style was formed during this important period of transition in European art and painting. The database aims to reveal not only the processes of artistical choices by painters but also the creation of historical-social networks around 1600. 

Preceeding the creation of an international artistic language was a period of individual artistic experimentation which led to a plurality of competing aesthetic approaches. From this diversity only a few stylistic options crystallized in the first three decades of the Seicento when the political and cultural map of Europe changed and roman art of the early baroque period became one of the most important sources of artistic inspiration. The reasons why certain stylistic considerations were accepted while others were not is one of the goals of the ArsRoma Database. The project asks how certain stylistic elements could be predominant and what were the art-immanent, sociological, cultural, historical and political reasons for these preferences.

The database merges extensive quantities of data, which can no longer be captured by conventional media of research: data about the formation of style, the reception of role models, the motivation of patrons and the art market, and the creation of social and political networks of patrons and painters. Together with Lineamenta, the other database project of the Bibliotheca Hertziana that focuses on 18th century Italian architectural drawings, it is part of a general repository called ZUCCARO (Link auf Zuccaro). 
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