Holdings

The library holds at present about 278,000 volumes, including c. 2,500 runs of periodicals, of which about 1.100 of them are current. The history of Italian Art from the Middle Ages to the Modern Period is the focus of the library's acquisitions.
The library owns about 10,000 volumes of old and valuable books, including 18 incunabula. Among these are mainly art historical and art theoretical sources, travel literature, volumes with illustrations and engravings regarding the art of Rome and Italy, and one of the most complete collections of guide books for the city of Rome. 250 of these guide books and illustrated volumes have been digitised recently, and are available online.
Among the Microforms and CD-Roms, the microfiches of sales catalogues (Frits Lugt, Répertoire des catalogues de ventes publiques, 1600-1825) and the Cicognara Library on Microfiche (Joint Program of the Vatican Library and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) deserve particular mention.
Catalogues 

online catalogue (OPAC). The online catalogue contains all monographs, periodicals and articles catalogued since 1985. Links allow access to digital collections (digitised books, e-dissertations, e-books, online articles as well as photographic reproductions from rare books (Rara) held in the Photographic Collection. [Structure and use of the OPAC …]
The Union Catalogue (kubikat) is the catalogue of the libraries of the three member institutions of this Union, the Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florence, the Zentralinstitut für Kunstgeschichte in Munich and the Bibliotheca Hertziana in Rome. [Structure and use of the OPAC ...]
Catalogue of authors of articles

This catalogue contains references to authors of articles in periodicals and volumes of collected essays. For the period before 1985, a complete list is available in the eight volumes of the printed edition. From 1985 onwards all catalogued articles can be found in the OPAC, with occasional references to articles published before that date.
Classified catalogues
Articles and monographs catalogued before 1985 can be consulted by using the microfiches (Italian artists: red, Italian topography: green, Rome: yellow). Articles and monographs from 1985 onwards can be searched for using the OPAC (either search within the field "Subject Heading (classification)" using a German key word or search within the field "Title or Keywords").
artlibraries.net

Meta search in web catalogues of art libraries world wide.

Digital Library

Introduction and search help for electronic resources (in addition to e-publications catalogued in the OPAC)
CONSULTATION
External reading room, GNAM, Via Gramsci 81

Monday – Friday, 9 am – 2 pm

The external reading room within the Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea (GNAM) was created in order to facilitate access to books for external readers during the period of  building works at the institute.
For admission to the library (esp. the external reading room) please contact Via Gregoriana 28.
Closing times of the external reading room, on holidays, Christmas, Easter, and during the summer will be posted on notice boards and on our homepage.
Books are available for consulting only after they have been ordered via the OPAC http://www.biblhertz.it/cgi-bin/gucha_de.pl. This order must be in before 12 pm and is restricted to 5 volumes per day. The books will be ready for consultation the following day; they will be reshelved on the same day in cases where they are not used.
Books which classmarks contain the added terms Raro, Coll. Rom. or Depot, as well as  Reference Books (Classmarks "A") and unbound parts of periodicals cannot be ordered.
The following steps must be taken to order books:
1. Open the OPAC
2. Click on the English language symbol in the top right hand corner

3. Click on "activate reading room orders"

4. Insert the number of your reader's ticket and click on "activate reading room orders"

5. Enter search terms

6. Click on "order request" on your selected title

7. Click on "order selected items" (max. 5 items)

8. Insert your admission code (password)
For bibliographical research the printed catalogues of the Bibliotheca Hertziana (Alphabetical Catalogue and Catalogue of Authors of Articles up to 1985) as well as the printed editions of RILA and BHA are held in the external reading room. The Classified Catalogue up to the year 1985 is available on microfiches.
Admission

Reader's Tickets 
Reader's Tickets are issued by the assistants of the Bibliotheca Hertziana only, and solely at the Institute in Via Gregoriana 28, 00187 Roma, on the following days and times: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9 am – 11 am, Wednesday: 3 – 5 pm. 
A Reader's Ticket must be applied for in person. Tickets will be granted to readers with a completed Ph.D. (Dr.; Ph.D.; dott. di ricerca) upon presentation of a valid photo ID (identity card or passport), a letter of recommendation and a passport photograph. 
Reader's Tickets are issued with a password (admission code) which allows books to be ordered via the internet and made available for consultation in the GNAM (see section on External Reading Room, GNAM, Via Gramsci 81)
Regulations
The library is an academic reference library and is open to anyone engaged in the study of Italian Art on an accademic level. Prerequisite for obtaining a reader's ticket is usually a Ph.D. or equivalent. Admission is not permitted to students. In any case, a letter of recommendation is necessary (see Admission). Readers are guests of a private institution, whose main purpose is to facilite research for the members of staff of this institution.
It is not possible to borrow books or periodicals from the library. 

Coats, jackets, bags and umbrellas are not permitted in the library and must be left at the cloak room.
Newspapers, bulky maps or folders, food and drink may not be taken into any part of the library. The use of mp3 players, mobile phones and similar electronic devices is not allowed. Personal dictionaries must be marked as such. The library staff ensure that these guidelines are respected. On leaving the library, all material needs to be presented for inspection.

There is no photocopying service available.
The rules and regulations of the library must be observed at all times. Failure to do so might result in the in the withdrawal of the reader's ticket.
